THE WORK OF THE JUDICIARY

cases. In some states, after a person has been
declared guilty by a jury, the nature and ex-
tent of the penalty which shall be inflicted is,
within certain limits, left to the discretion of
the judge. The law may say that a person
judged guilty of a certain crime shall be im-
prisoned for a period of from two to fifteen
years. The discretion is left to the court of
determining the exact period. Moreover, in
certain instances, the judge may even suspend
sentence and allow the criminal to go scot
free so long as he observes in the future certain
conditions, with the liability of being rearrested
and having a sentence imposed if he violates
these conditions.

Again, if the court, in case of a technical
decision or plea of guilty, believes the act com-
mitted excusable under the circumstances, it
may impose a merely nominal fine of a few
cents which practically amounts to declaring
the accused innocent. Under those circum-
stances, a person technically declared guilty
is practically found innocent.

Furthermore, the power granted to the
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